
 

WOODROW, CHARLES 

 

Captain Royal Artillery  31 Field Regiment. 

Age: 39 

Date of Death: 06/02/1941 

Service No: 126802 ( formerly 1032811 ) 

 Charles was one of 3 brothers, who lost their lives in the Service of their Country. He was the son of John 

Thomas Woodrow and Ann Elizabeth Woodrow and husband of Ivy Maud Woodrow, of Rowhedge, Essex. 

Charles was one of a family of 13 children; 4 boys, 4 girls, then another 4 boys and finally a girl. Alf,  the last 

surviving child died aged 89 in 2003. Charles joined the Army at the end of the First World War. He served in 

Colchester, Woolwich & India. He  did a full tour in India  in 1925-6 prior to his marriage and returned there 

with the family in 1937.  While stationed in Colchester, they lived in Cavalry Barracks. Both his daughter, Rae 

& son, John were born in Colchester Military Hospital. One of his duties in this period was to be in charge of 

the horses and gun carriages. When the family moved to Woolwich , he was always on the lead horse, when 

they went to London to fire "The Royal Salute" on special occasions. Charles had risen through the ranks and 

was Regimental Sergeant Major by the time they went to India in 1937. 

 



 The family left India in June 1939. He went to the Middle East & his wife and children returned to Colchester. 

The last time they saw him was when he disembarked from the troop ship in Haifa. He was commissioned and 

ultimately rose to the rank of Captain at the time of his death. 

He was awarded the Coronation Medal 1937. He had been awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct 

(Military) Medal marked Regular Army. This was awarded for 18 years exemplary service of which 12 had to be 

completed in the ranks. His service in Palestine resulted in the award of the General Service Medal  1918-62 

with clasp for Palestine. 

 

Coronation Medal 1937                                                          General Service Medal 1918-62 

Long Service and Good Conduct (Military) Medal 

From his 2nd World War service, he was awarded the 1939- 45 Star, a campaign star for North Africa, the 

Defence Medal, War Medal 1939-45 

 

 

The family in Gibraltar on the way to India in 1937 with wife, Ivy & the children. 



Charles with daughter, Rae (10) & son (8) in India 1939 

Charles brother, William John  had served, as a  Private with the 2nd Battalion of the Essex Regiment in the 

First World War. He had been killed aged 19 on the 2nd September 1918. His  Service Number was 38298 . At 

the time the family was living  at Stanway Green, Colchester.  William is buried in a  Commonwealth War 

Grave/Memorial Reference: II. K. 18. Cemetery: DURY CRUCIFIX CEMETERY &  commemorated at the 

Shrub End Memorial  

Another brother, George, who had been a boot-maker  was also killed in World War 1. George was a  Rifleman 

in the 18th Battalion of the King's Royal Rifle Corps  He was killed 10th October 1916. His  Service Number 

was: C/6602 . George is commemorated on the Commonwealth War Dead Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 

13 A and 13 B Cemetery: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL  and also at the Shrub End Memorial.  

Another brother Claude (but known as Len) was Mayor of Colchester. in the Queen's Silver Jubilee Year . 

Charles was killed in the decisive battle of the campaign in Eritrea. A letter from his Major described how he 

had been badly hit by shrapnel from a shell burst. He was taken to a field ambulance but the medical staff were 

unable to save him 

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead.  

Grave/Memorial Reference: 5. D. 8. 

 

Cemetery: KEREN WAR CEMETERY 

Keren was the last Italian stronghold in Eritrea and the scene of the most decisive battle of the war in East 

Africa in February and March 1941. Guarding the entrance from the western plains to the Eritrean plateau, the 

only road passing through a deep gorge with precipitous and well fortified mountains on either side, Keren 

formed a perfect defensive position. On these heights the Italians concentrated some 23,000 riflemen, together 

with a large number of well sited guns and mortars. A preliminary assault by United Kingdom and Indian troops 

was repulsed after a week of bitter fighting, although they gained and held a valuable position on Cameron's 

Ridge, on the left of the road. The final battle began a month later. After ten days of gruelling combat the 

Commonwealth troops succeeded in forcing their way through the seemingly impregnable defences on the ridge 

and finally through the 200 metre long road block which the Italians had blasted at the narrowest point in the 

pass. Keren was taken on 27 March. The defeated Italian force retreated in some disarray to Asmara, which fell 

to Commonwealth forces on 1 April, and the Italian surrender was taken at the port of Massawa on 8 April. 

KEREN WAR CEMETERY contains 440 Commonwealth burials of the Second World War, 35 of them 

unidentified. The KEREN CREMATION MEMORIAL stands within the cemetery and commemorates 285 

Sikh and Hindu soldiers from India and Pakistan killed on the Keren battlefield during the Second World War, 



whose remains were cremated in accordance with their faith. Three East African soldiers are also 

commemorated on the memorial. No. of Identified Casualties: 405 

 

OTHER MEMORIALS to Charles Saint Lawrence Memorial Plaque 

 

 

THE UNITED BENEFICE OF ABBERTON, EAST DONYLAND, FINGRINGHOE, LANGENHOE 

 


